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As an inner-urban council, Unley provides many benefits to its businesses, including proximity to the 
strong economic driver provided by the City of Adelaide, attractive retail precincts and an excellent 
track record in events and activities that attract visitors.

Council has reviewed its Economic Development Strategy for 2010-13, consolidated the work done to 
date and developed a revised strategy for 2012-2015. This framework of the original strategy was made 
up of three themes. The themes remain the same for the 2012-2015 strategy and are:

1. Strengthening the retail and professional services sector;
2. Building the Home Based Business sector; and
3. Demonstrating leadership.

The strategy is framed by the City of Unley’s Community Plan and State Government strategies such as 
South Australia’s Strategic Plan and the 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide.

The first theme recognises the need to continue supporting the main street precincts for which the City 
is renowned. Promoting and encouraging activity on these corridors ensures the local community has 
access to services and amenities and reinforces the City of Villages concept.

The second theme capitalises on the demographics of the Unley community and encourages the 
establishment of suitable home based businesses. Home based businesses help to build the social 
fabric of our community and assist local services and business suppliers, and promote creative 
industry opportunities.

The third theme highlights Council’s acknowledgement of a leadership role in Economic Development. 
An example of this has been the educating role Council has played in encouraging environmentally 
sustainable business practices and leading the business community through resulting opportunites of 
the emerging digital economy.

The strategy will lay the foundation for Unley’s economic growth and build on the strengths of the City 
for the next three year period. 

A BETTER PLACE TO DO BUSINESS



Theme 1 - Strengthening the retail and professional services sector

Objectives

1.1 Provide support to businesses within the City of Unley to excel in business. 

This includes encouraging businesses to take part in professional development opportunities; 
managing contact databases for effective communication and promotion to businesses and 
business groups; encouraging cross promotion of Council, Mainstreet Associations and Business 
Enterprise Centre (BEC) business development activities; regularly reviewing Council’s investment 
in a BEC; and implementing the Unley Main Street Digital Economy Strategy.

1.2 Support the Mainstreet Association model.

This includes managing the separate rate levy to ensure Mainstreet Associations are funded to 
market their respective precincts; supporting event tourism that focuses on providing additional 
trading opportunities; and developing city wide marketing activities.

1.3 Promote the City of Unley as an ‘Experience’ destination.

This includes maintaining an annual Main Street Improvement Program that focuses on streetscape, 
amenity and functionality; supporting event tourism; supporting City-wide marketing activity; 
developing a strategic approach to tenancy mix; and facilitating car park amalgamation.

1.4 Support the development of more supportive Statutory Planning processes for retail / 
commercial development approvals.

This includes facilitating appropriate development through good communication between Council, 
landowners and businesses regarding development application elements and procedures.

Theme 2 - Building the Home Based Business sector

Objectives

2.1 Identify and respond to priority needs of the Home Based Business (HBB) sector in Unley. 

This includes facilitating the development of a HBB Group; identifying and promoting the use of 
Unley Libraries, Community Centres, the Civic Centre and community spaces as information hubs 
and meeting spaces; and creating links between HBB and Mainstreet Associations.

2.2 Ensure Planning policies and practices support and facilitate clean and quiet HBB in the City of 
Unley.

This includes identifying HBB’s that should be encouraged, and determining how current regulation 
regarding HBB should be communicated.

2.3 Promote Unley as a “better place to do business from home”. 

This includes developing a HBB marketing strategy.

A BETTER PLACE TO DO BUSINESS



Theme 3 - Demonstrating leadership

Objectives

3.1 Support an overarching Business and Economic Development group

This includes maintaining membership and attendance at the Unley Business and Economic 
Development (UBED) Committee; and providing timely reports to the committee on the progress of 
the Economic Development Strategy and associated projects and arising opportunities.

3.2 Identify and promote sustainable business practices

This includes identifying internal business efficiencies within the Corporation of the City of Unley; 
investigating fair trade and buy local practices to the Corporation of the City of Unley and to local 
businesses.

3.3 Work collaboratively with the Eastern Region Alliance (ERA), Adelaide City and other authorities.

This includes convening or participating in regular meetings with other ERA council economic 
development officers; engaging the City of Burnside in joint projects to improve the Glen Osmond 
Road Precinct; and monitoring the use of and demand for wireless Hotspots in light of the National 
Broadband Network.

3.4 Keep abreast of current trends in economic development at local, national and international 
levels.

This includes forecasting change that will affect businesses in the City of Unley eg. Development 
Plan Amendments, National Broadband Network and other emerging digital trends; and 
maintaining memberships of key Industry Associations. 

More information

The development of Unley’s Economic Development Strategy 2012-15 has been framed by 
overarching Council (City of Unley’s Community Plan 2033), and State Government (South 
Australia’s Strategic Plan and 30 Year Plan for Greater Adelaide) plans.

By referencing a range of Council, regional and State economic planning documents; consulting 
broadly within the business community, in particular with the Precinct (Mainstreet) Associations, 
businesses on Greenhill Road, Home Based Businesses, the Unley Business and Economic 
Development Committee, and Elected Members of Council; Council has developed a Strategy that 
addresses emerging economic conditions and provides innovative strategies to ensure the Strategy 
provides the right guidance for Council’s Economic Development role.

A full version of the Unley Business and Economic Development Strategy 2012-15 is available from 
the Council website at unley.sa.gov.au
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The Committee

The City of Unley has always been pro-active in 
promoting, encouraging and supporting 
business in its area. 

The City’s Business and Economic Development 
(UBED) Committee, formerly known as the 
Unley Street Life Trust (pre November 2009) 
was formed approximately 12 years ago to 
re-establish, enhance and sustain the City’s 
position in the retail and commercial business 
market place. Through this committee, Council 
facilitated the formation of several Main Street 
Associations to represent the commercial and 
business interests of various defined precincts 
within Unley. 

The UBED committee oversees the activities 
of the Main Street Associations and works 
with them to create and promote a variety of 
programs and initiatives for business people 
across the City, designed to keep them at 
the fore-front of innovations and trends for 
business.

The Committee meets regularly to discuss each 
precinct’s feedback, issues and ideas. It also 
works to ensure any marketing levies collected 
by Council at the request of the Main Street 
Associations is invested in effective marketing 
campaigns and promotional activities. 

The Associations

The business associations operate autonomously 
to promote their own areas, but enjoy strong 
support from the UBED Committee which 
encourages collective thought and collaboration.

Unley has five Main Street Associations:

• Unley Road Association
• Goodwood Road Precinct Association
• King William Road Traders Association
• Fullarton Road South Traders Association
• Glen Osmond Road Precinct Association

Each business association has a committee that 
develops plans, policies, ideas and initiatives for its 
precinct.

A representative from each of the five Main Street 
Associations also sits on the UBED Committee, 
ensuring that Council hears, understands and 
supports its business community.  

Unley’s Main Street Precincts

unley.sa.gov.au


